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The size of grants

I feel that your question has not been framed as well as it might. You restrict yourself to asking 
for recommendations of areas of mathematics that deserve special attention. But far more 
important, in my view, is the whole way that funding is allocated. The model is one where a 
few people get very large grants for projects that involve many people. This is a good model for 
many sciences, but it does not properly reflect the way that many mathematicians work -- in 
intense but small-scale collaborations. It would have a hugely beneficial effect if the money 
available to mathematicians were distributed to many more people in smaller amounts. For 
example, it would be great if one could apply for support for a single postdoc for three years. 
More generally, instead of forcing mathematicians to fit their projects artificially into a larger 
whole, you should trust us to judge for ourselves what we need and support that. (Of course, it 
goes without saying that proposals would still be peer reviewed and not all would be accepted.)


